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Classification and Assessment of Working Waterfront Property 
 
 
Amendment 6 was approved by the voters in the November 4, 2008 general election. This 
amendment created changes to Section 4 of Article VII of the State Constitution, relating to the 
classification and assessment of working waterfront property. 
 
In summary, Amendment 6 provides for the assessment of the following working waterfront 
properties based on the current use of the property: 
 
 • Land used predominantly for commercial fishing purposes. 
 • Land that is accessible to the public and used for launching vessels into navigable waters. 
 • Marinas and drystacks that are open to the public. 
 • Water-dependent marine manufacturing facilities, commercial fishing facilities, and marine 
vessel construction and repair facilities and their support facilities. 
 
The assessment benefit provided by this amendment is subject to conditions, limitations and 
reasonable definitions as specified by the legislature by general law. 
 
The legislature considered a bill in the 2009 session with implementing provisions that would 
have contained additional guidance but the bill did not pass the legislature.(See Senate Bill 1468) 
However, in the absence of attorney general opinion, judicial decision, or any legislation that 
limits or defines the features of the constitutional provision, the department believes that the 
provision will be effective by its own terms for the 2010 assessment year. 
 
The provisions of this amendment will first apply to assessments for tax years beginning January 
1, 2010. Given that the constitutional provision is “self-executing” in the absence of 
implementing legislation, the implications are significant. Administration of the Constitution in 
the absence of implementing legislation is complicated by the absence of any administrative 
structure such as: 
 

• provision for written application for the assessment of property at current use 
• forms and their usage for application are not specified nor required 
• deadlines for making such applications 
• procedures for denial and appeal of denials  
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• methodologies for assessment at current use 
• use codes for identification of properties subject to assessment at current use 
• definitions that apply to properties intended to be covered by the constitutional provision 

such as "water based activity" "waterfront" "working waterfront" "commercial fishing 
purposes" "accessible to the public" "marinas" and "dry stacks" "open to the public". 

 
Current law in section 342.07, Florida Statutes, does not apply to the new constitutional 
provision and should be viewed as background information only. This statute has many features 
that go beyond the limits of the rule that the constitution is intended to accomplish. The 
definitions in this section are also referenced in the tax deferral provisions that are contained in 
sections 197.303 and 197.304, Florida Statutes. 
 
 
This information is provided by the Department of Revenue to advise interested parties of the 
constitutional amendments recently passed by the voters on November 4, 2008. If you wish to 
discuss this matter, you may send your questions to DORPTO@dor.state.fl.us or call Ed Parker 
at 850-922-7944. 
 


